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like Finck's, being attributable to harsh hasty orders
of the king's too literally obeyed by the touchy general
—and soon afterwards the capture of Glatz
otatzTjuiy laid the whole of Upper Silesia open to the
22-	Austrians. Laudon appeared before Breslau,
and the Russians advanced unopposed to the Oder.
The situation was one to call forth all the powers of
Frederick's genius, which always asserted itself most con-
spicuously when the need was greatest. After a series
of intricate manoeuvres, the king hurried from Saxony to
Silesia, followed by two Austrian armies under Daun and
Lacy, each equal in numbers to his own. Laudon with
a third awaited his arrival, and Czernitcheff with 24,000
of the Russians crossed the Oder and watched the course
_ . , of events. The three Austrian armies sur-
Battle of	......
Liegmtz, rounded the Prussians, but before their
Aug'I5' generals could execute a joint attack, Frederick
suddenly pounced on Laudon and defeated him with
great loss. He then wrote a letter to Prince Henry, and
gave it to a peasant with instructions to let it be inter-
cepted by CzernitchefT. The letter contained an exagger-
ated account of the victory, announced the king's
intention of marching against the Russians, and begged
the prince to do what had been agreed on. The pea-
sant obeyed his instructions, with exactly the effect ex-
pected by the king. Czernitcheif had already heard a
report of Laudon's defeat, and as soon as he got the
letter he recrossed the Oder and broke his bridges.
The victory of Liegnitz checked the progress of the
enemy in Silesia, but it did nothing -more. Frederick
_ . , could do nothing to prevent a corps of Rus-
Russiansand    .	.	r	, .	. ,
Austrians in  sians and Austrians from making a raid on
Berlin.         Berlin, and exacting a contribution, though the
-ts of his approach made their stay there a short one.
nwhile the whole of Saxony was occupied by the-

